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Description 

Theoretical paradigms and models of management and organization, as well as of business 
and financial ethics, are vehicles of philosophical assumptions and presuppositions. At first 
sight, social-economic practices seem to rime perfectly well with pragmatic or utilitarian phi-
losophies. Nonetheless, moral-political, juridical and long-term economic considerations do 
ask for reflection on a deeper level. Unfortunately, an approach that is too pragmatic risks to 
neglect foundational issues. In his recent book “The Very Idea of Organization – Social Ontol-
ogy Today: Kantian and Hegelian Reconsiderations”, the Dutch scholar Christian Krijnen (Am-
sterdam) shows the insufficiency of this uncritical negligence for the social-political (and jurid-
ical) sphere.  

Central to the debate about the philosophical foundation of “the so-
cial” is the Hegelian notion of recognition (Anerkennung). Criticizing 
Axel Honneth for disconnecting this notion from onto-logical consid-
erations, Krijnen proposes an innovative interpretation, taking his 
point of departure in neo-Kantian reflections (Rickert e.a.) and, in view 
of an update of the social-ontology paradigm, he formulates a new 
methodology. His ambition urges for a re-activation of a philosophy of 
history, in which the value-free logics of dominant scientific epistemol-
ogy are supplemented with a logics of value-laden socio-cultural ob-
jects, and, staying in connection with practical reason, with economi-
cal-political forms of teleology.  

Krijnen shows how in the nineteenth century philosophy, the concept of “the social” devel-
oped into a specific philosophical theme, especially in Germany, although this development 
confusingly interfered with practical, moral and political philosophies in other traditions.  

The workshop provides students and scholars with a remarkably lucid critique of the founda-
tions of our daily practices and quasi self-evident social, economic institutions. Discussing 
post-war Kantian scholars on the issue – notably Hans Wagner and Werner Flach –, Krijnen 
pleads for a conception of the “social” as being the fundamental ground for the existence of 
human freedom. The realization of human freedom cannot rely only on purely formal, positive 
jurisdiction or opportunistic, utilitarian economics: it needs a philosophically grounded reflec-
tion on the possibility of the practical realization of freedom. 

Format of the workshop 

The workshop has the format of an “informal” round-table debate. After a short introduction by the 
invited guest-speaker Christian Krijnen and his host Chris Doude van Troostwijk, participants are in-
vited to present their critical commentaries to the selected passages from Krijnen’s book. In order to 
guarantee the possibility of an open discussion, please note that we have only place for three contri-
butions (from about 5 to 10 minutes). All participants are invited to have lunch together immediately 
after the meeting. 

Used materials 

Chapter 2, Towards an Idealist Social Ontology – Criticisms and Challenges, §§ 5-7, and chapter 3, Con-
structing Social Reality – From Kantian Transcendental Philosophy to a Hegelian Concept of the Social 
(p. 56-94) of the fore-mentioned book. After inscription, the texts will be forwarded to the participants 
in PDF-format. 
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Biography 

Dr. habil. Christian Krijnen (1965) studied philosophy and economics. He was 
researcher at the department of philosophy, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, 
on behalf of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) and 
the Centre for Ethics of the University of Nijmegen (CEKUN). In 2001 he re-
ceived his PhD from the VU University Amsterdam (Nachmetaphysischer 
Sinn. Eine problemgeschichtliche und systematische Studie zu den Prinzipien 
der Wertphilosophie Heinrich Rickerts, Würzburg 2001). Since 2002 he was 
research collaborator (wissenschaftlicher Assistent) at the department of 
philosophy at the University of Siegen, fellow of the Royal Netherlands Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) and one year later, equally of the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation.  

In 2006, he got his habilitation at the University of Siegen (Philosophie als System. Prinzipientheoreti-
sche Untersuchungen zum Systemgedanken bei Hegel, im Neukantianismus und in der Gegenwartsphi-
losophie, Würzburg 2008). Since September 2005 Krijnen holds a permanent position as an associate 
professor at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. He was a visiting professor at various departments of 
philosophy (Tilburg 2010-2013; Katowice 2010; Bochum 2012; Siegen 2013; Linz 2013; Cologne 2014). 

Participants 

The workshop is open to academic faculty, extra-academic scholars, post-doctoral and doctoral stu-
dents working in the field of philosophy, theology, social-politics, law, economics and management 
studies. 

Fee  

The Master Class is free of charge. Lunch (about € 15,-) on own expenditure. 

For more information 

Luxembourg School of Religion & Society, Department of Public Responsibility 
Research field “Philosophies, theologies and ethics of finance” 
Dr. Chris DOUDE VAN TROOSTWIJK 
christian.doude@lsrs.lu / +352 436 051 319 (w.) / +33 623 55 50 04 (p.) 

Next Events in the Series What is Financial Ethics? 

Series organized by the Luxembourg School of Religion & Society (provisional titles): 

• 16th December 2015 (Lecture), 17th December 2015 (Masterclass) 
Philippe GOODCHILD, Nottingham: Economics as a theology of money 

• 24th February 2016 (Lecture)  
Lukas SOSOE, Luxembourg: Luhmann and the limits of financial ethics 

• 17th May 2016 (Lecture), 18th May 2016 (Masterclass) 
Pierre CAYE, CNRS-Paris: Critique de l’argent comme outil de la destruction créatrice 

Other events will follow.  
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Inscription (or registration online: http://www.centrejean23.lu/article82) 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Institution: ________________________________________________________ 

Web site: ________________________________________________________ 

Phone-number (portable): ________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________ 

 

Participation 

¨ I will participate to the debate with a prepared contribution. 
¨ I will participate to the debate without a prepared contribution. 

¨ I will stay for lunch (12h00-14h00). 
¨ I will not stay for lunch. 

 

Keep me informed 

¨ Unfortunately, I am not able to attend this time,  
  but please keep me posted about other occasions of this kind. 

¨ Please, send this invitation to the following person: 

 Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Institution:  ________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

This Masterclass is organized on the occasion of a Public Lecture by Christian KRIJNEN.  
Please feel free to attend to this lecture: 

Does the Rational-Choice-Theory Truly Explain Human Behavior? 
Philosophical reflections on any future financial ethics 

Tuesday, 17th November 2015, 20h00-22h00 


